The history of Valentine's Day

Every February, across the country, candy,
flowers, and gifts are exchanged between loved
ones, all in the name of St. Valentine. But who is
this mysterious saint and why do we celebrate §gs
this holiday?

The history of Valentine's Day -- and its pa-
tron saint -- is shrouded in mystery. But we do
know that February has long been a month of §
romance. St. Valentine's Day, as we know it to-
day, contains vestiges of both Christian and an-
cient Roman tradition.

So, who was Saint Valentine and how did he
become associated with this ancient rite? Today,
the Catholic Church recognizes at least three differ-
ent saints named Valentine or Valentinus,
whom were martyred. One legend contends that Val-
entine was a priest who served during the third cen-
tury in Rome. When Emperor Claudius II decided
that single men made better soldiers than those with
wives and families, he outlawed marriage for young,
single men -- his crop of potential soldiers. Valentine,
realizing the injustice of the decree, defied Claudius
and continued to perform marriages for young lov-
ers in secret. When Valentine's actions were discov-
ered, Claudius ordered that he be put to death. Other
stories suggest that Valentine may have been killed
for attempting to help Christians escape harsh Ro-
man prisons where they were often beaten and tor-
tured.

According to one legend, Valentine actually sent
the first 'valentine' greeting himself. While in prison,
it is believed that Valentine fell in love with a young
girl -- who may have been his jailor's daughter -- who
visited him during his confinement. Before his death,
it is alleged that he wrote her a letter, which he
signed 'From your Valentine,' an expression that is
still in use today. Al-
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all of though the truth behind the Valentine legends is

murky, the stories certainly emphasize his appeal as
a sympathetic, heroic, and, most importantly, roman-
tic figure. It's no surprise that by the Middle Ages,
Valentine was one of the most popular saints in Eng-
land and France.
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Rain or Shine ... Be My Valentine
Raindrops on our dresses,
Sunshine on our face,

No matter what the weather,

The look of love won't be replaced.

day =

at grows and blossoms




Remembering Whitney Houston

. . I Will Always Love
1 The Greatest Voice of Our Time You

| . . If I should stay,
| Whitney Elizabeth Houston (August 9, 1963 — February 11, | would only be in your way.

N, 3 L ". 2012) was an American recording artist, actress, producer, So !l go but | know
h‘t c‘@. \ and model. In 2009, the Guinness World Records cited her as 'l thi”ktOf y?lih
; % " o the most-awarded female act of all-time. Houston was also ©'c'Y SteP Ot e way:

A LSS one of the world's best-selling music artists, having sold over  aAnd | will always love you.
170 million albums, singles and videos worldwide. She re- Will always love you.
leased seven studio albums and three movie soundtrack al-
bums, all of which have diamond, multi-platinum, platinum
or gold certification. Houston's crossover appeal on the popular music charts, as well as  Bittersweet memories,
her prominence on MTV, starting with her video for "How Will I Know", influenced Thatis all I'm taking with me.
several African-American female artists to follow in her footsteps. Houston is the only evo gbm?[gbkye, p'l‘?ase Ct‘O”: ctry.
artist to chart seven consecutive No. 1 Billboard Hot 100 hits. She is the second artist yo(z n(;ed_now M not what you,
behind Elton John and the only female artist to have two number-
one Billboard 200 Album awards (formerly "Top Pop Album") on Andlwil always love you.
the Billboard magazine year-end charts. Houston's 1985 debut album Whitney Hous- Wil always love you.
ton became the best-selling debut album by a female act at the time of its release. The | ope life treats you kind,
album was named Rolling Stone's best album of 1986, and was ranked at number 254  And | hope you have
on Rolling Stone's list of the 500 Greatest Albums of All Time. Her second studio album  All you've dreamed of.
Whitney (1987) became the first album by a female artist to debut at number one on And | wish you joy

. And happiness.
the Billboard 200 albums chart.. But above all this, | wish you

love.

Houslon

You, my darling you. Mmmm.

Houston's first acting role was as the star of the feature film The Body-
guard (1992). The film's original soundtrack won the 1994 Grammy Award for Album And I will always love you.
of the Year. Its lead single "I Will Always Love You" became the best-selling single by a : x:: 2m2§2 :gzz §83
female artist in music history. With the album, Houston became the first act (solo or
group, male or female) to sell more than a million copies of an album within a single
week period under Nielsen Sound Scan system. The album makes her the top female act
in the top 10 list of the best-selling albums of all time, at number four. Houston contin-
ued to star in movies and contribute to their soundtracks, including the films Waiting to
Exhale (1995) and The Preacher's Wife (1996). The Preacher's Wife soundtrack became
the best-selling gospel album in history.

On February 11, 2012, Houston was found dead in her guest room at
the Beverly Hilton Hotel, in Beverly Hills, California, of causes not immediately
known. News of her death the day before the 2012 Grammy Awards dominated Ameri-
can and international media.
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Wedding of Prince William and Catherine Middleton

Romantic Couple People

The wedding of Prince William, Duke
of Cambridge, and Catherine Middle-
4 ton took place on 29 April 2011
at Westminster Abbey in Lon-
don. Prince William, the eldest son
of Charles, Prince of Wales, first
met Catherine "Kate" Middleton in
2001, when both were studying at the
University of St Andrews. Their en-
# gagement on 20 October 2010 was

announced on 16 November 2010. The
build-up to the wedding and the occasion itself attracted much media atten-
tion, with the service being broadcast live around the world, and being com-
pared and contrasted in many ways with the 1981 marriage of William's
parents, Charles, Prince of Wales and Lady Diana Spencer. Much of the
attention focused on Kate Middleton's status as a commoner (i.e. not a part of
the aristocracy) marrying into royalty.

As Prince William was not the heir apparent to the throne, the wedding was
not a full state occasion and many details were left to the couple to decide,
such as much of the guest list of about 1,900. It was a public holiday in the
United Kingdom and featured many ceremonial aspects, including use of
the state carriages and roles for the Foot Guards and Household Cavalry.
Hours before the service, the Queen conferred upon William the titles Duke
of Cambridge, Earl of Strathearn and Baron Carrickfergus. Upon her mar-
riage, Middleton therefore became Her Royal Highness The Duchess of
Cambridge. The ceremony was attended by most of the Royal Family, as
well as many foreign royals, diplomats, and the couple's chosen personal
guests.

Middleton wore a white dress by British designer Sarah Burton, as well as a
tiara lent to her by the Queen. Prince William wore the uniform of his honor-
ary rank of Colonel of the Irish Guards. William's best man was his
brother, Prince Harry, while the bride's sister, Pippa, acted as her maid of
honour. The wedding ceremony began at 11:00 am BST. John Robert Hall,
the Dean of Westminster, conducted the service, with Rowan Williams,
the Archbishop of Canterbury, conducting the marriage ceremony itself
and Richard Chartres, the Bishop of London, giving the sermon. A reading
was given by the bride's brother, James. After the ceremony, the newly mar-
ried couple travelled in procession to Buckingham Palace for the traditional
appearance on the balcony and a fly past before crowds assembled in The
Mall. Later the Prince drove his Duchess the short distance to Clarence
House in his father's classic Aston Martin DB6 Volante, decorated by Prince
Harry with a number plate "JUST WED". Following the wedding, the couple
intend to continue living on Anglesey in North Wales, where Prince William
is based as an RAF Search and Rescue pilot.

Over 5000 street parties were held to mark the Royal wedding throughout the
United Kingdom and one million people lined the route between Westmin-
ster Abbey and Buckingham Palace. In the United Kingdom TV audiences
peaked at 26.3 million viewers with
a total of 36.7 million watching part
of the coverage. The ceremony was
viewed live by tens of millions more
around the world including 72 mil-
lion on the YouTube Royal Channel.
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What Makes a Successful Marriage?
Accepting your partner as she is.

Having good relationship with your in-laws.
Having a home of your own.

Being from a similar class and culture.

Both partners being able and willing to cook.
Being able to make each other laugh.

Being able to respect each other's needs.
Having similar interests.

Being faithful to each other.

Being honest.

Both partners being of similar intelligence.
Being able to communicate with each other.
Having similar views (about politics, religion).
Being willing to work at the marriage.

Being handy about the house.

Having a good physical relationship.

Having good health.

Having children.

Living in love and respect.

Helping each other.

Poem

Friends Forever
Are we friends,

Are we not.

You told me once,
but I forgot.

So tell me now and tell me true,

So I can say I'm here for you.
And if I die before you do,

I'll go to heaven and wait for you.
I'll give the angels back their wings,
And risk the loss of everything.

Just to prove my friendship is true,

Just to have a friend like you.




For Young English Learners

Fun

DEJMCKAE CTTIAILKH C
AHTAHACKHMHA CAOBAMH

*EK

Jlaxxe eciiu Thl MOJTUYH,
JHaxe ecnu Oyka,

I'oBopu: "Good afternoon!"
Ecnu Berperumns apyra.
DTO IHEM, KOT/a CBETIIO

W crienuiib He OYeHb.

A crnemmib, ckaxu: "Hello!"
Kak ObI MEXTy IPOYUM.
Beuep BbIgasncs mioxoi,

C BETpOM WJIU C TUBHEM.
Bce paBHO, npHIs TOMO¥A,
Ter ckaxu: "Good evening!"
[TocmoTpu: onATh CBETIIO,
CuHb Ha HEOOCKIIOHE.

YTpo nodpoe npwuwo.
I'oBopu: "Good morning!"

F*ekek

Pacckaxy- ka Bam, Ipy3bs,

Kak »uBeT M0si ceMbsl.

[Iper pocKoITHbIE HAPSIIBI

Hawm ¢ cecrpenkoii mama, mother.
BeimmBaer ters, aunt,

VY Hee OOINBIION TaaHT.

CIyXUT B CAaMOM TJIaBHOM OaHKe
Hamr mro0umslii s, uncle,
Kaxxnpiii 1eHp nocie padoThl

OH rynsier ¢ qoukoit, daughter.
Bapur BkycHOe BapeHbe

Ha 3umy 0a0yis, granny.

Bechb BapenbeM niepemaszaH

Moii nBOrOpOIHBII OpaT, cousin.
Ectb elie meHOK MynIMCThIi

VY Moeii cecTpeHKH, Sister.

Co IIEHKOM TYJISTh 10 cany
XoauT crapumii Opat mowu, brother.
Ecnu yro-To caenarte Hajo,
Ob6pamnarock k mnarmne, father

[Tama macrep X0Th Ky/a,

MHe roToB OMOYb BCETAA.

OH Hay4uT ChIHa, SON,

Urob ymern Bce AenaTth cam.

skskk
Bynb BexxuB U He 3a0bIBaii,

IIporasich rOBOPHTH:
"Good-bye!"

Prepared by
Anastasiya Pavlyuk and Yuriy Velichko,

the pupils of the 4B form

Hello, Ken and Kate.
What are you
doing ?

We're tidying
Kate's bedroom.

It's a mess !
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= Whose
tennis racket
is this ?

s my
fathers. Puft it
behind the door,

please .

What'’s this on top of
_the cupboard ?

Oh,if's a
book about magic!
\ It’s my Uncle Johns
book... He's a

magician.

It’shere...

next fo... Hey/
What’s this ?

" Perhaps he's next
A o the cupboard

Look

Caroline.. . Tt’s a
magic wand...

Ohgreat |
Give it to me,
please.

20y room 1S very
" |tidy now. Thank
youl ... But

3 where'’s
Barker ?




